
she prepare and give one of the powders, and put the other
in her pocket. The accoucheur shall not inspect the prepa-
ration nor administration of the draught, but shall remain igno-
rant of which was given.

When he returns home let him enter his remarks in his com-
mon place book. On his next visit he shall demand the un-
used powder of the nurse, and fill up the blank with ergot or

coffee, as the case may be. When his twenty four powders
are all used, let him read his remarks on his twenty four cases ;
and if he have not recorded as wonderful effects from Ihe use
of twenty grains of coffee, when the os tincae was dilated to
the size of a dollar, as from" the use of a like quantity of ergot ;
certainly the article was. not genuine,- or, it has failed to pro-
duce its usual effects, when administered by, sir, your most
obedient and humble servant,

L. SPALDING.
New York, October 1, 1816.

Read before the New York Couoty Medical Society, January 5, 1818.

Hydrocephalus treated by an operation. Case communicated
in a Letter to DR. Warren.in a Letter to Dr. Warrek. By James Vose, M. D.

To Astlev Cooper, Esq.
My Dear Sir, •

YOU will oblige me by communicating the following memo-
randum to the Medico-Chirurgical Society when an op-portunity offers. The case it relates to has occupied much of

my attention—.it has been seen by several of the more intelli-
gent medical men here with great interest, and will, I am per-
suaded, excite a corresponding feeling in the society.

On the lltbof July last, I was requested by Dr. Formby,
my friend and colleague at the Liverpool General Dispensary,
to see a case of advanced hydrocephalus with him. The pa-tient was an infant of seven weeks old, whose head was enlarg-ed by the accumulated fluid, to between two and three times
its natural size. But little ossification seemed to have takea
place since the birth of the chiid ; shortly after which, the mo-
ther noticed the preternatural and increasing size of the head.
The enlargement had been progressive from.that time, and the
head had become so transparent, that when held between the
eye and the light it was not unaptly compared to a paperlantern.
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The child, at (he time I visited it with Dr. Formby, being
free from an)' additional symptoms indicating a serious affec-
tion of the general health, with the exception of slight derange-
ment of the bowels, and oecasional convulsions ; we thought
this a favourable case for the experiment of gradually dis-
charging the Vater from the head by punclure. The opera-
tion was accordingly performed the next day, by means of a

couching needle, of Ihe size and shape formerly in use ; three
ounces and five drachms of a liquid fluid were discharged, and
the opening was closed with adhesive plaster, a roller being
at the same time, applied round the head. After the discharge
of this small quantity of fluid, the head lost its (ension and glo-bular form, and became so riaccid as to allow the fluid to gravi-
tate backwards yvbile the child laid upon ¡Is mother's knee,
gi\ ing to the loose integuments the form of a pendulous bag.
About an equal quantity of fluid dribbled from ihe orifice after
the operation, and the child sunk so extremely low as lo create
the greatest ;darm in the mind of the mother, and induce her to
apply lo Ihe dispensary for assistance at midnight. The child
however, revived without the aid of medicine, and the fluid
again accumulating, the head became as tense as before, in a

very few days. On the 29th of July the operation was repeat-
ed. I was less cautious in the mode of the puncfure and the
quantity of water abstracted on this occasion; the operation
was performed with the curved and pointed bistouri of my
pocket case, and five ounces of fluid were evacuated.

.

No un-

pleasant consequences followed, and the head having regained
its former size, it was a third time punctured on the 20th of
August. Eight ounces were now discharged .and no constitu-
tional disturbance succeeded lo the operation.The bead was punctured for the last time on (he 29th of Aug.
and a small grooved director being introduced into tbe orifice,
twelve ounces of (he fluid were drawn in a continued stream.
The head on this occasion became so flaccid and shapeless
that the mother was shocked with ¡Is appearance, and fearful
of Ihe consequences of raising it from her knee.

No derangementof the infant's health followed this fourth
operation,
It was observed lhat between the first and second operationthe relaxed state of the integuments had allowed the processof ossification to advance in a perceptible degree. This was

still more remarkable, after each of (he succeeding operations;and before the last, the sagittal suture, which had at tbe com-
mencement of the treatment divided (he frontal bone as low as
the nose by a wide chasm, was no longer distinguishable to the
touch.
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A short time after the last operation, the child was per-
ceived to discharge a considerable quantity of fluid by the
bowels; this at first took place with the natural motions, but
afterwards tbe fluid, resembling in its sensible qualities, that
discharged from the head, was evacuated alone, and continued
to be so, for four nr -five days.

The same low state as' followed the first puncture of the head,
occurred on the second day of this discharge from the bowels ;
and it was particularly remarked, that a diminution of the size
of the head, had corresponded with the quantity of water thus
evacuated.

"

Ossification now advanced with greater rapidity, and- the
bones of the head are now nearly as complete as is usual in a

healthy child'of a similar age. Our little patient has besides
improved in health, size and vigour, its appetite is good, and
what has afforded us particular interest, not a single convulsion
has occurred since the first operation.
My friend Dr. Trailje, a gentleman who unites to very various

scientific acquirements much skill in practical chemistry, ex-

amined the water discharged from the head at each operation,
and found it to contain scarcely a trace of albuminous matter.
He considered it to possess more of the characters of simply
diluted mucus. After the second and third operations the
presence of albumen was more sensible.

The medical treatment of the child was restricted to the
preservation of the healthy action of the bowela,'.by small doses
of Hydrargyrus cum creta.
Liverpool, March, 1818.

Seton in Fracture.

[To the Editors of the New Englaod Journal, &c]
Gentlemen,

IF you think the following case worthy of record, you may
give it a place in your Journal. It is another evidence of

the utility of a seton, in the event of a fractured bone not unit-
ing in a reasonable time. I think also some advantage may be
derived from an apparent errour in the treatment of the case-

This erronr was either not passing the cord through the
centre of the bone, or else allowing it to remain too long. From
the case reported by Dr. Physick, where the cord remained in
the arm till a perfect union had taken place, I expected the same
in this case ; but I am now convinced that the perfect union of
the bone was retarded four or five weeks by the presence of
the cord. Perhaps, if the cord had passed between the centre
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